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The ldea of Lebanon

The idea of Lebanon as a home country has been going around for years among the v:
nese sects without noticeable success. Since its inception and after its independence, this d
was put in the wrong track, geared in the wrong direction, and still heading to disappointment.
idea was structured on confessional distribution of power; as a result, for the last 62 years, Leba-
non remains idle and Lebanese are still wondering what kind of home they want their Lebanon
to be. Lebanese today have the same problems they had 62 years ago. Lebanese are still divided
through sectarian lines and each pulls the rope his own way. Each sect has its own leaders, terri-
tory, internal and external cohorts. Lebanon has sectarian leaders not national leaders.

These leaders successfully contributed, through their failure and greed, to the collapse of Lebanon.
They depend on foreign support as their lifeline without which they cannot sustain their power.
Since they depend on foreign support to sustain their continuation, their first loyalty and priority
is not for Lebanon but rather for their foreign master(s). It is sickening to hear a Lebanese leader
shoutlng in support of a forelgn country being a nelghbor or forelgner Only in Lebanon 0

Lebanese leaders almost always beg‘%’_ theu'
forelgn master(s) then they sta art attacking

constituents, the essengg
made mockery out of poli

ers, the problem that existed 62 years ago W ‘
will never come true and Lebanese may at best
true home. 2
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AN INFORMAL REFERENDUM ON THE CONCERNS OF OUR
IMMIGRANT POPULATION IN THE UNITED STATES:

In this issue, Al Hader interviewed a random sample

of Lebanese immigrants on the East Coast of the

United States, starting from Miami, reaching the capital
Washington D.C. and Baltimore, and finally California
and Seatlle. This tour enabled Al Hader relay to its read-
ers the main concerns of our compatriots abroad:

1- Immigrants were unanimous in their agreement
that the Lebanese government had shown neither
interest nor concern for its immigrants; nor had the
government in all its branches and diplomatic offices
abroad taken advantage of our immigrants’ potential
and willingness to support and strengthen the nation.

2- Immigrants were also in unanimous agreement
that churches of all denominations were the only meet-
ing arenas available, and had filled the void created by
the apathy of other governmental institutions in main-
taining the heritage alive.

3- Although all immigrants desperately want to help
the homeland and contribute to the rebuilding effort,
all of them feel totally helpless in doing so because
no official program for aid has been made available to
them. Their only alternative for aid has been the small
individual local charities created in a few cities here
and there.

4- All of those we interviewed had supported the
Lebanese government through personal contacts with
U.S. government officials, and had done so through
private financing at their own expense.

5- All immigrants have shed tears when express-
ing their commitment to and concern for the fate of
Lebanon.

6- At least half of those immigrants have written
wills selecting Lebanon as their last resting
place, should they be unable to retire there in
good health.

They overwhelmingly ask to have their voices
heard and to be included in the political decision
making process, by allowing them to participate
in democratic elections by casting their votes in
their respective consulates . loyal .

Al-Hader
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OUR IMMIGRANTS:ARE

THEY LOST TO THE NATION
OR LOYAL AND UNKNOWN
SOLDIERS FOR LEBANON?

THIS QUESTION BEGS AN ANSWER. Despite the fame, the political clout, and the
economic successes achieved by many Lebanese in their adoptive countries, immigration
remains a big loss for the nation.

In a country whose government remains oblivious to its immigrants’ wealth, power, and
plight., and makes no effort to promote cultural exchanges and maintain connections, the
only impetus to visit the country is one’s personal longing for the homeland.

No public entity has been created to channel aid, despite the immigrants’ overwhelming
desire to help their countrymen.

No gatherings or conferences have ever been held in Lebanon to bring together, or to cater
to the needs and concerns of immigrants, away from political affiliations and polarized ten-
sions. Disillusioned by previous meetings and conferences that had been planned in the
past , and whose sole purpose was to promote the political agendas of various parties and
militias, immigrants are shunning away from the Lebanese Cultural Union Worldwide, that
is today split and fragmented along political and sectarian lines.

These are, indeed, our immigrants lost...

Despite it all, they remain our Ambassadors par excellence, consumed by their concern for
the future of their homeland, committed to Lebanon’s independence, democracy, unity,
and prosperity, faithful unknown soldiers in the service of our successive waves of

new immigrants, dedicated to maintain their heritage alive and their bond to
their country stong.

It is those unknown soldiers who have dedicated their lives

and homes to represent the true and proud face
of Lebanon and to be our Cedars around

the world, that Al Hader Magazine

is introducing to you in these

pages.
Al Hader
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