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It is time for lebanese intellec-
tuals, historians philosophers,
artists and scientists and the
world over to get to work and
ignite a cultural renaissance
that will help us to get out of
own medieval era and rejoin
the 21st century of the modern
Age.l reject the notion that
lebanon, a country which
invented the phonetic alpha-
bet, is part of a “third world”
cultural backwater. After all,
while pundits and activists in
France (that great country
responsible for bringing to the
world the glorious principles of
the revolution of 1789) debate
whether “to veil or not to veil”
in their schools, lebanon’s 17
religious sects and communi-
ties co - exist with respect for
their neighbors’ culture and
religion. What an example of
moderation and a cultural
asset we could provide to a
world increasingly separated
by radicalism and racism!

As a lebanese immigrant, i
have always tried to be posi-
tive in my accomplishments
and to reach out to other
immigrants with ideas and
suggestions. As part of this, |
would like to propose the fol-
lowing political and commer-
cial agenda.

A Political Agenda must:

1- Create tighter linkages
between the major countries
of immigration and lebanon.
2- Enhance ties among
lebanese immigrants to create
more cohesive communities
3- get a better immigrant cen-
sus, for instance by encourag-
ing on - line registration

4- Broaden and ease the
process for qualified immi-
grants to regain their
lebanese nationality

5- Ensure that lebanese immi-
grants in the U.S. participate
in municipal elections.

This would be more immedi-

ate and have impact than try-
ing to influence the presiden-
tial race because municipal
elections are not as partisan
and therefore easier as a ral-
lying point to wunite the
lebanese immigrant popula-
tion.

A Commercial Agenda must:

1- Encourage Twin City pro-
grams between immigrant
countries and Lebanon’s cities
at two levels:

a- To encourage the
exchange of commercial,
financial, scientific, medical,
educational, artistic, and tech-
nical personnel.

b- Set up donation programs
for Lebanon’s neediest provid-
ing medical, clothing, and
food assistance for specific
communities targeted by the
diaspora group so that pro-
gram is an “individuals to indi-
viduals” effort and assistance
actually reaches those in
need.

2- Set up a” Lebanon Holiday
Tours” program for those mil-
lions of immigrants and their
friends worldwide that will pro-
vide tours and packages to
allow them to bypass the
charter flights. This would pro-
vide Lebanon with much -
needed currencies and re -
establish ties between the
immigrants and the homeland.
At the same time, the friends
and contact of immigrants will
come to appreciate Lebanon’s
qualities and will visit again - a
“win - win” for everyone.

3- Set up a check - in immi-
gration service line at the
beirut International Airport
reserved especially for return-
ing immigrants, with a folklore
reception and information
kiosk. As people from the land
of Gibran Khalil Gibran, we
are romanticists descended

from the hannon who”
crossed the seas, the lands,
and the skies over thousands
of years to protect the mother-
land from the vicissitudes of
history and to keep the name
of Lebanon in the eyes of the
world”. | leave it to the reader
to dwell further on how to best
embody this notion.

The time to mobilize is now ad
the place to begin is here! As
for myself, | will start these
efforts in San Diego, california
with the participation of the
lebanese community there.
We do not seek noisy efforts
or dramatic demagoguery. We
do not lack “can do” - it is
enthusiasm and motivation
that we will need to keep us
moving forward. | call upon all
San Diego - based Lebanese
to contribute their “two cents”
to this process. We shall
encourage ourselves and pro-
vide an example for other
communities.

Finally, Dear Reader, | ask
your indulgence if | have
seemed naive or overly opti-
mistic: | warned you early on
that this was my dream.
Nonetheless, | feel compelled
to begin it, and though | fear
the pessimists who cannot be
won over, | remind them of the
words of Victor Hugo: “If they
are but a thousand, | shall be
amongst them. If they are but
one hundred, | shall fight to be
there. If they are but ten, |
shall be the tenth. And if but
one remains, i shall be that
one!”.

jean - Claude Turquieh
Honorary Consul of lebanon
San Diego, California
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Daring to dream of a better Lebanon:

Calling On Lebanese Residents and Lebanese
Immigrants to Organize a Cultural Renewal in Lebanon

Having been born and raised
in beirut, lebanon - but also
having been an immigrant for
the past 30 years - | am both a
participant and an outsider in
my own country. | am an
immigrant and a resident in
Lebanon. Membership in
these two communities carries
with them an inbred sense of
loyalty toward our Land of Milk
and Honey.

Immigration has touched
every lebanese family. And
yet, the subject of immigration
is little understood and fre-
quently misused in the politi-
cal context. Long before the
lebanese war began in 1975
(a date which some politicians
have called upon to justify cer-
tain faulty policies and strate-
gies as “pragmatic realism”)
the lebanese had already
spent many millennia as immi-
grants all over the world. Even
before the founding of
carthage by the Phoenicians
in 814 BC, our ancestors
experienced contemporary
Lebanon’s problem of regional
interests and neighbors covet-
ing the country’s land and
human material sources.
Given Lebanon’s small size
and pushed on by need,
where else for the lebanese to
go but toward the sea? Thus
began the great lebanese
maritime and commercial
explorations that took them
beyond the mediterranean
basin to Africa, England, and
possibly even America.
Today, there are lebanese
immigrants in every comer of
the globe. During their travels,
they established principles of
navigation, architecture, com-
merce and industry, finance,

(Yoo pulawdl) Ul @ judlnt! @YY

communications and their
crowing achievement, the first
phonetic alphabet in 1250 BC.
This flowering of Lebanese
culture continued through to
early 20 th century Egypt
where lebanese writers were
active in the Arabic literary
movement and renaissance.

Lebanon’s contributions to
culture leaving, and civiliza-
tion during long periods of
peace throughout history are
to its credit. Lebanon’s stabi-
lizing influence - rather than
the destabilizing aftermaths of
the 1975 War for which it is
known through the world -
must be the basis for positive,
pragmatic policies. “Positive
realism” and a broader view of
history must guide our point of
view on the subject of immi-
gration rather than the narrow,
“‘pessimistic realism” which
has set the tone. We must not
look at a small, contemporary
piece of our history and con-
clude that immigration is our
failure as a society; rather, we
must see it as an achievement
based on 8.000 years of histo-

ry - a phenomenon that has
benefited the rest of the world
as well as Lebanon. The
genius and persistence of of
our country is embodied in the
phrase “the reed that bends
never breaks”. Our current
psychological negativism
may, instead, have taken root
throughout 400 years of cruel
ottoman occupation which
created a kind of negative
“self talk” and national brain-
washing which we must get
rid of.

| would like to call on all
lebanese to create a new, cul-
tural renaissance! lebanon
needs to take on the task of a
rebirth no less important than
the movement that Europe
experienced in the 15th and
16t centuries which brought
an end to the stagnation of the
Middle Ages and catapulted
us into the Modern Age. A
modern renaissance in
lebanon would help us to
appreciate the value and the
bountiful gifts of this land that
our ancestors have managed
to preserve for us throughout
the ages. Such a renaissance
would help us to better under-
stand our forbears, their
strenghts and weaknesses,
and their genius for survival. if
we applied the Socratic
injunction “to know thyself’ to
our country. wouldn’t it be
interesting to see the results
of such policies at the national
level? We would then better
appreciate the gifts of plural-
ism, pragmatism, and industri-
ousness that have predated
the birth of Christianity and
Islam and allowed Lebanese
to flourish wherever they have
settled.
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