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CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS

Western Flavors and Fragrances INC.

2441 Constitution Drive Livermore, CA 94550 USA
Tel: (925) 373-9433 Fax: (925) 373-6257
www.wifsensory.com

VIETNAM DIVISION

Western Flavors and Fragrances
38 E Lam Son St., Ward 2

Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam

Tel: 08 848 6772
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- What is Shweir.com?

Shweir.com is a community website for current and
former residents of the town, promoting communi-
cation, cultural awareness, and service. Several
former residents of Shweir were inspired to create
the website at a reunion held in Houston, Texas in
2000. The reunion of former residents, playfully
called iShweir on the Beach,i was coordinated by
George Matar and hosted by Alfred Moujaes at his
home on the Gulf of Mexico. (Both George and
Alfred were members of a top rock band in
Lebanon in the late 1970s and treated us to their
music once again at the reunion.)

Family and friends reminisced of times in Shweir
and wished to share the memories with others. I
began the website simply by posting my photo-
graphs of the picnic and images of Shweir. The
website grew quickly as other community members
sent stories and photographs. The bulletin board
provides a vehicle for communication, where indi-
viduals may post and respond to questions and
comments.

Many family members and friends from around the
world have reconnected through Shweir.com.
Previously, there was no means to find a lost rela-
tive or classmate, especially with the translation of
Arabic names to other languages. The creation of
Shweir.com has been perhaps one of the most
meaningful and rewarding activities of my life.
Many readers told us that Shweir.com is one of the
best web sites as far as content is concerned and can
serve as a model for other towns and cities.

- Are you active in other Lebanese community
organizations?

I am a member of the board of directors for the
Lebanese American Association (LAA), a non-
profit, humanitarian, social and service organiza-
tion. Recently, the association sent over four mil-

visit and in 2003 I visited for two months. Both
times I attended the Emigrants Festival in Dhour-
Shweir, which is held every August. In 2003 I
assisted the leadership of the LAA with the distri-
bution of 240 wheelchairs to over 50 medical and
charitable organizations in Lebanon.

- What plans do you have for the future?

My future goals include the creation of a company
that will connect my passion for business, real
estate, and community. The company will feature a
network of professional community leaders, who
provide quality services to property owners and
managers. My ultimate vision is to provide
employment opportunities, including internships
and scholarships, to emerging leaders and profes-
sionals, similar to the opportunity I was given as a
youth.

- Do you have a message for todayis Lebanese
youth?

I encourage our young adults to actively pursue the
beauty of their dreams, seek opportunities to make
a difference, and strive for the highest ideals. I
relate to the challenges they will encounter and the
great potential of their bright minds. Do not be dis-
illusioned by poor examples of politics or old ways
of thinking: Look to the future with optimism and
an open mind. Listen and learn. Give and forgive.
Look for the good and nurture it. Work diligently

lion dollars in medical supplies to
Lebanon to assist those in need. I am
also working with others now to form
Shweir Foundation, a service organi-
zation dedicated to serving and
advancing Shweir.

- Have you returned to Lebanon
since your departure in the late
1960s?

In 2001 I returned for a three-week

(Yrvo pulawdl) ol @ judlatl @YYV

and wisely. Develop a creative and
passionate spirit. Do all these things
for yourself and your community.

Anwar Kenicer lives in Foster City, a
suburb of San Francisco, near his
extended family. He continues to
manage his real estate investment
business while pursuing new business
opportunities and  participating
actively in the Lebanese community.




However, what I wanted most was to study in the
United States. At sixteen, I came to California on a
student visa with the support of my aunts, who were
living in the San Francisco Bay Area. During my
college years, I washed dishes, shampooed carpets,
and sorted and stacked packages to pay for my liv-

ing and educational expenses. I studied English
and completed college preparatory coursework at
City College of San Francisco before attending the
University of San Francisco (USF).

- Did you always want to pursue a career in
business?

Like many Lebanese men of the past few decades,
I wanted to be an engineer. While attending col-
lege, I eagerly pursued a part-time position with the
industrial engineering department of United Parcel
Service conducting time efficiency analyses. This
was my first professional position and I had to learn
everything from scratch, beginning with how to
write a resume. As I continued my studies and
work, I realized I had a passion for business and
changed my major. I earned a baccalaureate degree
in business administration from USF in the mid
1970s and began a career in real estate.

- How did you begin investing in real estate?

I found myself drawn to property listings in the
newspaper while attending college. I would read
the real estate section each day, imagining how I
might better manage tenant relations or improve a
property. I purchased my first home, a condomini-
um in San Francisco, at the age of 27 and was exhil-
arated. I then purchased a second property a few
months later as an investment, and so began my
career in real estate.

In the early years of my real estate career, I worked
as an agent and then a broker for a local company.
I researched and recommended the best properties
to my clients. At times, my clients chose not to
pursue the purchase. Having already completed the
research, I then decided to purchase the property
myself.

My first purchases were in San Francisco. I upgrad-
ed and sold these properties in exchange for others
in Washington and Texas. In a span of ten years, |
grew my business portfolio to over 250 rental units
in three states. More recently, I pursued the devel-
opment of a 3,000 acre-plus property in Californiais
gold country, selling much of my portfolio to main-
tain this endeavor. Through the process, I learned
about bureaucracy, political pressure, and the ebb
and flow of success.

- You have a special interest in photography.
How did your interest in photography come in to
play?

As a boy I shadowed my four uncles who were pho-
tographers. The old Rolleiflex cameras required a
one-kilo (2 pound) battery connected by a short
cord to operate the flash. I carried the battery and
stood near my uncle as he framed and took the pic-
tures. I watched and learned.

I used photography to record features of the proper-
ties that I researched and purchased. I then coupled
my interest in photography with my enjoyment of
golf, photographing some of the worldis premiere
golf resorts. My golf and scenic photographs have
been published internationally in books, magazines,
newspapers, and calendars. My experience in pho-
tography became the springboard for Shweir.com.
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Anwar George Kenicer:

My father was killed in a car accident on Holy
Cross Day when I was ten years old. A driver lost
control of his vehicle and hit him as he stood by a
roadside chapel. I was the oldest child of four and
began working shortly after his death to help the
family.

During the summer months I worked at Cinema
Roxy. [cleaned the theater between shows, select-
ed and posted intriguing pictures of the film to
attract customers, worked the concession, and ran
the projector. Khalil Salim Moujaes, the theater
owner, was my business mentor; I carry his entre-
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A hard-working boy of twelve walks the
dimly lit path from his job at Cinema
Roxy in Dhour to his home in Shweir.
Warm summer breezes waft through the
abundant pines, carrying a fresh, sweet
scent in the evening air. In the distance,
live bands play popular tunes at Hawi
and Nasr Cafes to the guests gathered
there.

Anwar Kenicer, real estate investor and
community leader, recalls vividly and
fondly the sounds, scents and sensations
of boyhood in his hometown of Shweir, a
summer resort community 20 miles east
of Beirut. He attributes the quality of
his character and success of his business
to childhood experiences in Lebanon
and the care of his extended family.
Growing up with limited means, Anwar
understands the challenges faced by
many Lebanese youth. He now employs
his success to bhelp others, providing
resources, facilitating communications,

and opening the door of opportunity.

preneurial spirit with me to this day. These early
experiences taught me to be resourceful, hard work-
ing, and compassionate.

Following my father’s death, we did not have the
resources to pay for my education. I carried a fire
log to elementary school each winter day to help
warm the classroom and compensate for my admis-
sion. In my early teen years, I attended trade school
in Lebanon and studied hotel management. I
learned the value of customer service at the trade
school and built on the business lessons learned at
Cinema Roxy.



Kimimoto (Kim) For Appointment 303- 298 - 8889
E-mail: kimmimoto@aol.com
451 E. 58th Ave. #2494 Denver, CO 80216-8251
DENVER MERCHANDISE MART
Phone: 303 - 298-8889 Fax: 303 - 298-8583
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Menstrual Magic offers
women a natural, safe
alternative to the traditional
menstrual cramp, nausea
and bloating management
products.

The herbal combination
that relieves menstrual
discomfort every month
safely and naturally!

Clinically tested for quick, safe, natural
relief of monthly menstrual discomfort.

Proven to reduce prostaglandin levels
and deliver relief of menstrual cramps.
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chuck@firestonebuilders.com

273 S. Rancho Santa Fe Rd. - San Marcos,
CA 92069

1-888-283-2843 - Fax (760) 744 - 5639
www.firestonebuilders.com
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Back to my village

Take me to my village to be part of God's painting
To that place that is surrounded by verdant mountains
And marked by scattered stone walls, red brick houses

Take me where the sounds of running waters and sheep bells
Soften the echoes of Abou Bader plowing tractor engines
And the distant shots of uncle Khalil morning's hunting

Take me to quench my thirst at the Nebeh by the minaret
To eat Annab and crack Easter eggs under Mar-Jerjes bell
To play with marbles in the different quarters of the village

Take me to pick apples, pears, walnuts, grapes and figs
Swing among the oak, zeizephon, poplar and willow trees
Listen to the wind sighing amid the cypress and pine trees

Take me to ride the horses pivoting the stone at the olive's Madras
To circle the cow driven sleigh separating the wheat at the Baydar Adib
To guide the irrigating waters in the furrows to the Broje orchards Nassar

- Take me to lay flat the sheets of Malban to dry under the sun
To distill the Arak drink and concentrate the pomegranate juice
To play volleyball and act at the local club for all the secret fans

Take me to roll the tobacco leaves with Adib, my uncle the mayor
To break the Sunday blessed bread with Ibrahim, my uncle the priest
To walk during Eid-Al-Saydeh from midnight to dawn to Gibrael

Take me to the promenade road where lovers stroll on opposite sides
While the speeding cars and crossing lambs interrupt the glimpses
Where holding hands at night, the moon exposes the soft touches

Take me to the main Saha for a card, billiard or a checker game
To smell the freshly roasted peanuts and coffee beans at Najib's store
To gossip at Nehman's store and to watch poker games at Antar's store

Take me to savor the freshly baked bread at the Tannour by the square
To hear the Natour and coyotes howling while barbecuing stolen corncobs
To play hide and seek among the deceased at the Mara graveyard

Take me to that place where the eagles migrate through in September
Where its streams are abundant, crisp and stimulating as Mar- Doomeet
To immerse my watermelons in Wadi-El-Deir rushing chilly waters

Take me to my beloved Bazbina, that home where the sun rises
To be with Gibran and Fairouz, a neighbor to the stars and the moon
Take me back to Bazbina where serenity, beauty and my mind reside

(Yrvo pulawdl) ol @ judlnt @ YYY



At Sfeir Architecture we are
committed to exceed your expectations

7801 Mission Center Court Suite 455
San Diego, CA 92108
Phone: (619) 299 - 3917 Fax: (619) 299 - 5084

www.sfeirarch.com
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