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L EBANESE INDEPENDENCE DAY
22ND OF NOVEMBER 1943

HISTORY:
At the end of the First World
War, Germany and the ottoman

Empire were defeated by
France and Great Britain.
lebanon, which had been

occupied by the Ottoman
Empire for more than 400
years, was about to regain its
long awaited liberation. The
League of nations, the organism
that preceded the United
nations, mandated France to
help Lebanon regain its
Independence. On the 22nd of
November 1943, Lebanon
ended France’s mandate by
declaring its Independence and
sovereignty.

Listening to this description of
the the 22nd of November
1943, one is tempted to think
that this is the whole Lebanese
Independence story.

But for an eight thousand years
old civilization like lebanon,
this is just a phase in its long
History. Long before the
ottomans and the French,
lebanese experienced similar
problems of regional interests
and neighbors coveting the
country’s land and human and
material resources.

lebanon had been occupied
many times in its history, but it
had never been subdued. Like
the Phoenix it has always risen
from the ashes. This is mainly
due to the unwavering belief of
the Lebanese people in

Freedom, Sovereignty, and
Independence.

CULTURE

Lebanon humanistic

achievements are many. Just to
mention a few:

In Business: Lebanon’s
uniqueness in history is in the
fact that at the time it expanded
economically all over the
mediterranean  thousands of
years ago. from cartage in

North Africa, to Cadiz in Spain,
to Cornouailles in England, to
Marseille in France, to Sardinia
and Sicily in Italy, to Greece,
malta, Cyprus, and other cities
and countries, it did this
peaceful expansion without a
drop of blood: real
contemporary business style.

In culture: The creation of the
First Phonetic Alphabet (1250
BC) that was later on adopted
by the Greeks and the Romans
and that all us use today.

In law:The elaboration of the
Justinian Code of Laws (6th
Century AD) that ruled the
Roman world for centuries. Its
major part was the work of
three lebanese jurists, papinien,
Ulpien, and paulus. It prompted
the Roman Byzantine Emperor
Justinian to describe Beirut as:
“the mother of Laws”.

MESSAGE

In Democracy: Lebanon is
pluralistic. Power is not based
on the number of people, but
rather on the acceptance of the
other with respect of their
cultural background. In the

Middle East where
fundamentalism, tribalism,
ethnic cleansing and
xenophobia prevail, lebanon

has maintained its pluralistic
democracy  that  pre-dates
Judaism, Christianity and islam.
perhaps lebanon is the archtype
of peace that should shine one
day in this region of the world.

In International Relations:
The Italian orientalist Gabrielli
gave an excellent description of
the lebanese impact on the
“Renaissance”, the culture
Renewal movement that Europe
experienced in the 15th and
16th centuries which brought an
end to the stagnation of the

Middle Ages and catapulted us
in the Modern age, when he
said:

“The  Lebanese are the
translators of humanity. One the
one hand they assimilated the
Greco-latin culture, and on the
other and hand the Syriaco-
Arab one. They have been the
ambassadors of Europe in the
orient and the professors of
Oriental languages in Europe.
They have formed the link
between the Orient and
Occident”.

But perhaps the best description
came from Pope John paul the
2nd during his visit to lebanon
before he passed away, when he
brilliantly described lebanon’s
destiny stating: “lebanon is
more than a Country; it is a
Message, a Mission”.

Finally,  Lebanese  firmly
believe in their message, and
through  their = Immigrants

spread all over the world, they
are called upon to carry out
their humanistic Mission.

The American |ebanese
Community of San Diego is
committed to foster strong
relationship  between  the
people of san Diego and the
people of lebanon.

Long Live lebanon
Long Live the United States of
America

Jean-Claude Turquieh
Honorary Consul of lebanon
in San Diego
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Why?

Sometimes I wonder why we, as a Lebanese community, are not united; why the
Lebanese voice is not one and why it is absent. Why wouldn't we have an
association that binds us together in all the Diaspora countries, such as the Lebanese
Lobby?

Before these facts, we are still living the story of that father who wanted to give an
example of solidarity among his children. He gave them a bunch of sticks and asked
them to break it down. The children tried hard but couldn't actually break the bunch.
The father smiled and told them, If you were united no one would ever be able to
break you up, but it is easy to break you down into pieces if you were individuals.

We must be united and interdependent because 'Union is power'. And if we
remained separated, we shall remain weak, ineffective community. So, let us build
a strong Lebanon overseas as long as we have become over fifteen million Lebanese
overseas. Our next generations and Lebanon would highly appreciate us for this.

by Dimitri Yazbek, California
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My dearest fellow Lebanese Americans

QZLS I sit to write my thoughts to you, I feel greatly humbled. But
certainly grateful for the opportunity to share with you a small
anecdote that my father told me many years ago. Simply put, they
are words to live by. I hope that the influence on you would be just
as positive as the influence was on me.
One day, Wealth, Poverty, Education and Integrity sat together in
order to resolve the problems plaguing this world. Poverty looked
over to Wealth and asked: “ Wealth, why don’t you share with me
your secret?” Wealth laughed in the face of Poverty and was
flabbergasted at the suggestion. Poverty was very upset, got up and
announced that since Wealth is being selfish that the meeting is off.
Wealth stood up and said that if anybody cared to find him, he
would be located at the top of the hill in the beautifully lighted
mansion. Not found under the bridge. Education gracefully got up
and announced that if anyone wants to call on Education, he could
be found in the library. Integrity simply headed for the door.
Suddenly, they all cried out: “Integrity where can we find you?”
Integrity turns around and states: “People, don’t you realize? Once
integrity is gone, you can never get it back!”
As you go through life, remember to pride yourself with integrity.
Never forget your ancestry and your culture, it is part of who you
are and it is a gift you share with everyone around you.
Sincerely,
Viviane Sayegh Haber, DDS
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