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Interview

of the 1mage of
Lebanon and the
Orient n the

American media. But
to tell you the truth,
my last will and
testament 1is at the
Lebanese Embassy.

- It is said that you
adore the Lebanese

songs?
I wake up everyday to
the Arabic songs.

They live in my veins
and remind me of
Lebanon. When I visit

Lebanon, and the
plane starts flying
over the Lebanese

territories, I close my

eyes and never open them until we land.

- What do you think of the Lebanese
community?

Love and solidarity are missing with the
Lebanese community. They must also stay
away from envy and jealousy. For instance, if
one of the Lebanese worked with you one
day, he would like to compete with you the
next day. This is badly influencing the
community. This is also why you can also see
that Lebanese are successful as individuals
and but are a bunch of failures when it comes
to working as a group.

- Do you dream of coming back to
L ebanon?

I am coming back inevitably. I am coming
back to settle down there. My come back is
soon. I might come back within a year with
my daughter. I wish that she would find Mr.
Right to get married to him because as we say
in Lebanon, 'Better our rye-grass than the
white wheat of foreigners.'

- What do you wish for L ebanon?

I wish Lebanon would retrieve its golden age.
The government has to help the Lebanese
people so that this people wouldn't have to
leave his country. I still remember those old

(Yoo uu)l.ﬁ—):ﬂ).f‘ﬁ))‘ﬂ— Lol .}éw‘ o1\

Mar Maroun Al Maaoush School
furbished and framed my

character

Dimitri and his son Karl

days when we used to stand on the roof of the
house to chant the national anthem.
Politicians shall have to work for Lebanon's
best interests and not their own, for the
people are barely finding their daily bread. I
will spend the Christmas and New Years'
vacation in Lebanon, so I could kiss its soil.



investment and I am still settled in the State

of California.

- What isyour social status?

At the time being, I am married to an
American and I have two children: Carl and
Samantha. I left Remhala, Lebanon when I
was twenty. [ was a student of Mar Maroun
Al Maaoush School. I still remember that my
first station was Saudi Arabia and that King
Khaled, May he rest in peace, used to call me
'boy".

- Aren't you afraid that your children
would dissolve within the American
society?

If I had known that the price that I was going
to pay was the dissolution of the kids, I
wouldn't have left Lebanon. It is a pang in my
heart.

- Do you still remember the farewell
moment when you left L ebanon?

My father foully died when he was fifty six. I
was seventeen. I still remember that my
mother, Sarah, told me right before I head to
the plane, zForget the whole world but never
forget your country.

- How did you serve your country while
being over seas?

In Lebanon, I came from a family which
ranks below the middle class level and I was
mostly interested in sending money to my
mother and siblings. I have encountered
many harsh circumstances and I had lots of
ups and downs. I have been helping many
people overseas, and two years ago I started
investing in Lebanon through the marble
factory, and I even helped those who are very
close to me in Lebanon in starting new
business and matrimonial lives. I also have a
construction program in Lebanon.

- Why do you have teary eyes?

Because I am thinking of my children.

- What does Remhala mean to you?
Nothing. I lived most of my life in Mar
Maroun Al Maaoush Boarding School in
winter and summer. My character was
furbished and framed there. I learned to love
my country there as well. I didn't know how

I dream of going
back to Lebanon

much I love Lebanon until I left it. They
planted the love of Lebanon within me.

- Have you cried while you wer e away?
Yes I did. And actually I am still crying. I
have a pang in my heart. God has given
mostly everything: companies, factories, etc
but deprived me happiness in return. Those
whom I love are away from me. I am looking
for happiness.

- Do you regret immigration?

I have children and they should be given a
nationality. But since my wife is an American
and comes from a different culture and
civilization, she is afraid to visit Lebanon
after she sees and listens to the deformation
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Dimitri Emile Yazbek:
Immigration bhas given me
a lot and deprived me happiness

As he lays his face to his hand and plunges into a flashback, he says: My father foully left
this world at the age of fifty six while I was only seventeen. In the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, His Majesty King Khaled, May he rest in peace used to call me 'boy'. Frankly, if
I had known that I was going to pay a high price, I wouldn't have left Lebanon.

He further adds, zMar Maroun Al Maaoush School has furbished and framed my
character. It taught me to love my country. Yes, I cried during immigrations and I am
still crying as I am paying the price. When I visit Lebanon, and as the plane is landing at
Beirut Airport, I close my eyes so that I wake up again on the Lebanese soil.

Before starting with the interview, it is imperative that we briefly introduce this man.
Dimitri Yazbek lives between a tear and a smile. He is looking for happiness. Sometimes,
he tries to tempt happiness so that he could buy it. Each time he gets closer to it, however,
it slips away. Immigration has given him everything but deprived him of warmth of the
family. He's afraid of what would happen to his children: they would dissolve in the
- American society.

The son of Remhaleh and Maaoush who lived
at Mar Maroun School has many memories of
the years of study. He was forced to leave
Lebanon in search for a better future to find
himself in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
where, with his wit, became too close to the
Royal Family. Later, he left to his second
platform, Paris, where he purchased a hotel.
Then, he moved to the United States of
America, his third platform, where he started
a new life.

Dimitri Yazbek is still a Lebanese in heart
and soul who rushes to help everybody. This
was explicit during the Independence Day in
San Diego when he was the sponsor of the
reception. The magazine thanks him a lot for
his interest and love, and let's go now to the
interview.

I left Lebanon in 1974 and headed to KSA
where I stated working with an English
company. In 1982, moved to Paris and
purchased a hotel there. In 1986, I, once
again, moved to USA for the purpose of
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