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The Servant President

@}) did not see in the emigration countries a leader since the majority of the communities
are in disagreement regarding leadership. Here, I would like to mention the late president
Camille CHAMOUN when he visited in the fiftieth Brazil and the number of the communi-
ty members was between four and six million.
One of the community's members welcomed the president via the microphone and said :
zYour Excellency the President, I represent to you six million Lebanese presidents in Brazil{
However, the situation is not the same in South Africa where I found a leader of different
kind who is priest Nadim ABOU ZEID president of the mission. He is the priest, the servant,
the motivator and the activator. He has more than thirty associations and holds daily meet-
ings with the members of the community in addition to festivals and invitations for the
construction and maintenance of churches and spreading of patriotism spirit between the
members of the community through heritage and traditions.
He transformed the Church of Our Lady of Cedars into a Lebanese Home where he received
any Lebanese far from any confessionalism and racism, used to help some families every
month by affording food and financial aids and defended the community and the home-
land.
He forgot his parents in Lebanon to form a new family with the Lebanese community
becoming his parents, relatives and brothers.
In brief, he is the act and not the reaction. He is aware of all matters and works in cooper-
ation with honest priests working with him. This priest who is the president of the com-
munity became the consul and ambassador extraordinary of the Maronite Confession and
the Lebanese Community.
To a man, who enjoys young spirit and mature vision, I hope to find persons like you in
the countries of emigration in mercy to the community and the homeland.
Congratulation for the Lebanese Missionaries for their good choice.

Nabil Habbaki
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Emigration and Martyrdom

e Lebanese in the countries of emigration became a legend particularly in South Africa since he partici-
pated, died and struggled in the World War and there is a plaque including the names of all Lebanese who were
victims of the world wars This matter proves that the Lebanese who left his homeland since (Safar Barlik) that
is from Turks age without knowing where to go, contributed in the trade and the economy.
Some of them excelled in medicine, engineering, legal practice and scientific inventions and others in politics
by reaching the presidency in the countries of emigration.
Actually, we see that he also participated in the World War with the African soldiers when Britain occupied this
South African country.
Their participation in this war was commemorated by a plaque including their names and fixed at the hall of
Our Lady of Cedars Church in South Africa - Johanneshurg.
The church celebrated an honoring festival for all the Lebanese Martyrs in the presence of the official authori-
ties, certain responsible and the community's members.
Finally, one question remains : Are we the civilization and the alphabet or candles going out for other countries
and persons ?

his is the price paid for emigration summed up in three words : Mother's tears, success and martyrdom.

Al Hader
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Prayer in the Homeland

By Julia NADER
% is a real story that occurred to me while I was in a interview with one of the community's mem-
bers abroad who had seventy years of age.

At the end of the interview and after we finished taking photos, he asked me to wait in his office since he
wants to read a letter in my presence. This was his will only known by three person the attorney, him and me.

He declared that his children were born in that country and they refuse to return to Lebanon to live and invest
their money. For this reason, he visits his homeland alone every year and this matter fills him with sadness
because his children do not know their country Lebanon.

For all these reasons, he wrote his will asking his wife and his children to bury him after his death in North
Lebanon and he drawn up a banking check covering the expenses of transportation of his corpse.

| said to him : May God prolongs your Life{ but he interrupted me and replied :

You know I requested to bury my corpse in Lebanon particularly for my children to oblige them to visit their
country to pray on my tomb. And by this way, | encourage my children to return to Lebanon to pray their
father buried in the Lebanese land.

He closed his will and a tear went down from his eyes and he turned his face in order not to show me his tears
and sorrow in the eyes revealing his nostalgia.
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Cedars' Pillars in South Africa

This issue includes the Lebanese Community at South Africa.
Thanks for all those who received and welcomed us and we ask all those who had not the
chance to be included in this issue to excuse us.

Yes, they deserve to be called the Cedars' pillars.

Their grandfathers arrived by mistake to these lands by steamers and some of them found
themselves at Mozambique and they passed through the river among crocodiles to reach
South Africa.

They worked in everything, they lived, they participated in the World War 11 and they were
martyred. Nevertheless, they did not forget their country of origin, they taught their chil-
dren how to love their country and they educated them to reach high and important posi-
tions in the society in the field of medicine, law and engineering and become important
businessmen.

It is worth to mention that they formed Lebanese families that contributed in the devel-
opment of the economy of this country with respect to all laws and rules and good stand-
ing.

Nowadays, the community is from the third and forth generations and they feel distress
in their deep heart since they do not hold the Lebanese nationality, although they regis-
tered their names at the Lebanese Embassy and at the ministry of Foreign Affairs as the
majority of the Lebanese Communities around the world, to find themselves finally
strangers in South Africa and in their homeland.

The members of this community who are still keeping the traditions, the custo
heritage and the continuous contact and visit of the native land, deserve to be
Cedars' Pillars since every one of them is the ambassador of the cedars in So

For all of Them, for the President of the Republic, for the Prime Minister, for the deputies,
for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, for his Beatitude the Patriarch, for all Priests in
Lebanon and for 23 countries where Al-Hader magazine is dlstrlbuted I do submlt this
Issue.

Al Hader
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El Chich Barak
Super Star South Africa

% recent emigrants know very well Lebanon, its history, civilization, traditions,
heritage and foods.

As to the old emigrants who left Lebanon since (Safar Barlik) age that is the second,
third, forth and fifth generations born abroad and did not visit Lebanon until the
present date, all what represents their homeland for them are the Kebbeh Nayé, the
Tabbouleh, the Dabké and (Abdo Habeb Ghandoura) song.

The case was different for the old emigrants in South Africa and the (Chich Barak)
took the place of the Tabhouleh and the Kebbeh and became the representative of the
Lebanese foods in South Africa in such a way that women competed together to pre-
pare it.

The (Chich Barak) was waiting for us and invitations came the one after the other
and every woman was proud of her own preparation of such a food.

At the end we declared that it is enough with the (Chich Barak) since we in Lebanon
do not prepare it and restaurant do not present it except in rare cases.

For this reason, we avoided invitations in order not to face this kind of food that we
found ourselves obliged to it.

It is remarkable that the majority of the old Lebanese community in South Africa is
from Sebaal and Becharri.

Therefore, | do hereby declare that the Lebanese community is united and
idarity for Our Lady of Cedars Church and the (Chich Barak).

-
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ISIT ONLY ABOUT PRICE?

R5A Market Agents

DURBAM JOHAMNESBURG
Tek +27 31 465 1313 Tek +27 | | 6134391
Fase +27 31 465 1419 Fax: +27 || 623 1932
; BLOEMFONTEIM TSHWAME -
MEMBERS OF 5-A.DAY FOR Tok +27 51 433 2858 Tek +27 12 326 2446 1/2485 ,@mﬁ W
BETTER HEALTH Fax; +27 51 433 3276 Faxc 27 12 326 2462
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A real thank to Mrs. Annekie Botha

Thank you is not enough but we need much more to say to this African lady
from South Africa who believes in the word, in the expression and in the
culture. She works at the Principal Cultural Office Gaunteng Provincial
Government and she took on its behalf the translation of zEl Nabi{ book for
Jibran Khalil Jibran into Zulu and Sutu languages at the expenses of South
Africa government.
Thanks for this initiative although you are neither Lebanese nor from
Lebanese origin and you have no family relationship with the author. It is
very strange that an African lady carries out such a work to let Zulu and
Sutu tribes in South Africa aware of such cultural wealth.
Frankly, I was waiting for such an action from the Cultural Lebanese
University or the Lebanese Ministry of Culture, but it is an honor to all of us
to have an African Lady carrying the name of Lebanon to such tribes with
the assistance of General Youssef Yassine who is actually living in South
Africa.
For this reason, you deserve the Legion of Honor from the Lebanese
Community or an official invitation from the Ministry of Culture for your
Lebanese work, and you also deserve my complete respect and appraisal.
For all the Lebanese Community in South Africa especially in
Johannesburg, kindly do not hesitate to call Mrs. Annekie Botha at 082
9672889 to express gratitude and thanks for her.

Al Hader
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